79t NYSV _Company A

Newsletter for December 2009

Season’s Greetings Highlanders,

| would like to begin this last news letter of 2009 by wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New year. My deepest apologies for the lateness of the newsletter, but | have been

preoccupied by the events of the season.

We had a good year overall with many traditional events like Fort Pocahontas and some new
ones such as the Chesapeake Heritage Festival. The Proposed schedule for 2010 is included in
this newsletter for your review. If you have knowledge of any event that is not listed, send it
to your Secretary Larry McCauley so it can be included. We will be voting to approve the list of

events at the annual company meeting in January.

One event that is not on this year’s list is Civil War Weekend at Roanoke Island, NC. The staff
at the visitor’s center has informed us that they will be taking a step back this year to see how
they can best present the event to coincide with the 150" anniversary of the Civil War.

RECENT EVENTS

The company participated in the yearly Christmas in the
Field at Heritage Park in Suffolk with Co. F, 41st VA
Mahone’s Brigade. The weather for Saturday was
tolerable but it
was forecast to
turn cold and

rainy for Saturday night and all day Sunday so it was

decided to cut our participation short. Thanks to all

who braved the weather and our apologies to those

who turned out Sunday to find an empty field.




OLDE TOWN SCOTTISH WALK

The last event for the year is 12th annual Olde Town Scottish Walk Event known as
Hogmanay. The 79" once again has been invited to this event this is a parade where everyone
participates. It is a thank you to our merchants for service in the holiday season and wish for
good luck for Auld Lang Synge. You can taste single malt Scotch, Hear tales of colonial history
and take part in Honoring our Nautical and Military History.

This is a fun event where we will be firing a salute at the end of the parade / walk. Itis
hoped that as many of our members and their families turn out for this last holiday event of
20009.

The uniform will be:

Regimental Tunic for those that have them. Sack coats for those that do not.

Federal Dark Blue Trousers are preferred but if you don't have them wear the light blues.
Enfield Bayonet holders are preferred.

Forage caps. If you have a dark blue checked Glengarry, Wear it. | have a couple | can loan
out.

Leathers and Musket with enough rounds to render a 13 gun salute.

NO Back packs

All members will receive a thistle to wear.

Please let me know as soon as possible if you will participate.

The Schedule is:

Thursday 31st of December

3:30 PM Gathering at corner of Queen and Washington Streets

4:30 PM Step off from behind St Paul's Catholic and Monument Methodist Churches.
5:30 PM Music, Barons Pub, Bier Garten

ANNUAL COMPANY MEETING

We will be holding our company meeting on Jan 30". Please make it a point to attend this
important meeting and please bring a dish to share. As a reminder, this meeting is where we
will conduct the business of the company and vote for company officers. There are four
Company executive offices and three operations positions. The executive positions are
President, Vice president, Secretary and Treasurer. Operationally, there are Company
Captain, Sergeant and Corporal. If you desirer or know of someone who you feel could fill one
of these position, make your nominations known.



145th Battle of Bentonville

The 145" anniversary of the Battle of Bentonville will be held March 19", 20", & 21°. 2010.

This will be the largest reenactment conducted in 2010. It will probably be the only big away event that we
participate in next year. Registration fee is $8.00 until January 1*. The ante goes up to $10.00 to February
28", Union walk on fee is $15.00.

This should be a very well managed event. General Tony Daniels (USV commander) will command all of the
Union troops. Registration is limited for Confederates and no Confederate walk ons will be allowed. This
mean that it should not be like a lot events where are 4,000 rebs and 1000 good guys. Anyway, we get to win
this one.

We need anyone that is interested in going to this event to let Captain Kelley know by email or phone no later
than December the 30™. The first registration must be post marked the 1** of Jan.

Then take a couple of minutes to write out a check for $8.00 to cover the registration fee and mail it to
Captain Kelley. If you do not know if you can make the event by the 30”’, a second registration will be sent in
before the end of February. Cost at that time will be $10.00. We will be running a company mess for the
event. Figure the meal charge between 5 & 8 bucks a head.

The site for the reenactment is near Goldsboro, NC and only a short drive from the actual battle field. It
should be about a three hour drive from the Tidewater area. Directions, site maps, and detail can be found on
the event web site www.bentonville145.com

Would like as many members of the 79" to try and make this event. It should be a very good reenactment.

MUSICAL AT SANDLER CENTER IN VIRGINIA BEACH

The Musical "The Civil War", which played on Broadway in New York for two years, will be presented at the
Sandler Center for the Performing Arts March 19 - 21 2010.

It is requested by the management of the center that Civil War reenactors be present for the evening
showing on Friday and then throughout the weekend. They desire that display areas be set up in front and
behind the theater and that reenactors are present, in persona, to answer any questions theater attendees
would have.

Passes to the play will be made available to any who desire to attend this event. The Sandler Center is
located in City Center on Virginia Beach Blvd across from Pembroke Mall. This is a very good event to attract
interest and new members in our organization.

If you find that you cannot make it to Bentonville but would like to attend this event you can make your
intentions know up to the week of the event by contacting Larry McCauley who will pass the information on to
the people at the theater.

LAST NOTES

Finally I would like to thank each one of you for your support and participation throughout the year. Without
you there would be no 79", I look forward to 2010 and a fun year of reenacting.

Larry McCauley
Secretary and Vice President


http://www.bentonville145.com/

Christmas Night of 1862
by William Gordon McCabe
(1841-1920)

The wintry blast goes wailing by,

The snow is falling overhead;

| hear the lonely sentry’s tread,

And distant watch-fires light the sky.
Dim forms go flitting through the gloom;
The soldiers cluster round the blaze

To talk of other Christmas days,

And softly speak of home and home.

My saber swinging overhead

Gleams in the watch-fire’s fitful glow,
While fiercely drives the blinding snow,
And memory leads me to the dead.

My thoughts go wandering to and fro,
vibrating between the Now and Then;
| see the low-browed home again,

The old hall wreathed with mistletoe.

And sweetly from the far-off years
Comes borne the laughter faint and low,
The voices of the Long Ago!

My eyes are wet with tender tears.

| feel again the mother-kiss,

| see again the glad surprise

that lightened up the tranquil eyes

and brimmed them o’er with tears of bliss,

As, rushing from the old hall-door,
She fondly clasped her wayward boy
Her face all radiant with the joy

She felt to see him home once more.

My saber swinging on the bough
Gleams in the watch-fire’s fitful glow,
while fiercely drives the blinding snow
aslant upon my saddened brow.

Those cherished faces all are gone!
Asleep within the quiet graves

where lies the snow in drifting waves,
and | am sitting here alone.

There’s not a comrade here to-night
But knows that loved ones far away
On bended knee this night will pray:
“God bring our darling from the fight.”

But there are none to wish me back,
For me no yearning prayers arise.

The lips are mute and closed the eyes—
My home is in the bivouac.



January 30

February 5 & 6
February 13 & 14
February 27 & 28
March 6*

March 20 & 21
April 17 & 18
May 22 & 23
May 29 & 30
August 7 & 8
September 18-19*
October 1,2 &3
October 29
November 6 & 7

December 11 & 12

2010 EVENT SCHEDULE

Bold type denotes maximum effort events.

Annual Company Meeting, Todd Campbell’s house, 1233 Peachtree Drive Suffolk, VA
23434

Museum of the Albemarle, Elizabeth City, NC, Living History
Drill weekend, Heritage Park, IW County (with 16" VA))
Endview, Endview Plantation, Newport News, VA

Battle of Hampton Roads, Mariners Museum, Newport News,
145" Bentonville, Goldsboro, NC

Dixie Days, Mechanicsville, VA

Fort Pocahontas

Yorktown Civil War Living History, Yorktown National Battlefield
Fort Norfolk, Norfolk, VA, living history

Chesapeake Heritage Days at Chesapeake Park, living history
Newport News Fall Festival, Newport News Park, Paid Event
Portsmouth Ghost Walk, Portsmouth VA Paid Event

Battle of Bethesda Church, Walkerton VA.

Christmas in the Field, Heritage Park IW County

* Unconfirmed date (date listed is closest to last year’s event date)

Some small local events such as Driver Days, Ft. Huger do not have established dates at this time and are not listed.



